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that, if a crisis arose, no time would have been lost fer
want of a formal engagement. ... I had taken an oppOT
tunity of expressing to Count Metternich my personal opin-
ion, which I understood Lord Lansdowne had also expressed
to him [Cambon] as a personal opinion, that, in the event
of an attack upon France by Germany arising out of our
Morocco Agreement, public feeling in England would be so
strong that no British Government could remain neutral.185
Sir Edward Grey also pointed out to M. Cambon the
possible disadvantages to France of making a more formal
statement of Anglo-French relations: at present, under the
Agreement of 1904, France had an absolutely free hand in
Morocco, with the promise of English diplomatic support;
but, if England extended her promise beyond this, and
made a formal alliance which might involve her in war, he
was sure the British Cabinet would say that England must
from time to time be consulted with regard to French
policy in Morocco, and, if need be, be free to ask for altera-
tions in French policy to avoid war. Was not the present
situation so satisfactory that it was better not to alter it
by a more formal engagement?
M. Cambon was not convinced by this. He pointed out
that if the Conference broke up, and Germany placed her-
self behind the Sultan, "war might arise so suddenly that
the need for action would be a question not of days, but of
minutes, and that, if it was necessary for the British Gov-
ernment to consult, and to wait for manifestations of Eng-
lish public opinion, it might be too late to be of use."184
To M. Cambon's request for "some form of assurance
which might be given in conversation/' Grey replied that he
could give no such formal assurance,
183 Grey to Bertie, Jan. 31, 1906; Grey, I, 76.   For Grey's conver-
sation with Metternich, here referred to, see Grey, I, 80, and G.P.
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